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SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT #44

Public Hearing on the FY 2008-2009 

SAU #44 Budget

December 3, 2007

7:00 PM

Nottingham School Board Members:
Ms. Judy Doughty

Mr. Terry Bonser

Mr. Jack Caldon 

Northwood School Board Members:
Mr. Jim Ryan

Ms. Barbara Gendron

Mr. Dave Bujno

Strafford School Board Members:
Mr. Bruce Patrick - Chairman

Ms. Christine Bane

Ms. Lynda Powers

Mr. Jason Grant

Absent School Board Members:
Ms. Joan Breault - Nottingham

Ms. Amy Plante – Nottingham

Ms. Jannabeth Reitter – Northwood

Mr. George Jabre – Northwood

Ms. Rebecca Doty - Strafford

Visitors:

Ms. Judith McGann, Superintendent of Schools – SAU #44

Mr. William Tappan, Business Administrator, SAU #44

Ms. Carrolle Popovich, Secretary, SAU #44 Joint School Board

Chairman Patrick opened the Public Hearing on the FY 2008-2009 proposed SAU #44 budget at 7:00 PM.

A call of the roll transpired with the above so noted individuals in attendance, as well as those who were absent.  Chairman Patrick declared there was a quorum present.

Chairman Patrick stated that the Public Hearing did not have to stay open for a certain length of time.  He also noted for the record that there was no one from the public in attendance.  Chairman Patrick advised that, as the meeting stayed open for the public hearing, other business would be conducted.

Copies of the School Administrative Unit #44 budget for FY 2008-2009 were distributed, along with the budget narrative to each Joint Board Member for their review and consideration.
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:  November 26, 2007 (public & non-public):
Chairman Patrick noted that the first order of business was to approve the November 26, 2007 Joint Board Meeting Minutes (public and non-public).  He asked Joint Board Members to do a thorough review of the November 26th meeting minutes.  A motion was then offered by Mr. Caldon, duly seconded by Ms. Doughty to approve the November 26, 2007 Joint Board Meeting Minutes (public and non-public) as corrected.   There being no further discussion following the motion, a call for the vote on the motion was recorded as a unanimous vote in the affirmative and was declared as such by the Chair.
Chairman Patrick noted that he had conducted a thorough review of the health care benefit package (medical and dental) that the Superintendent and all staff within the SAU #44 Office receive, noting a total of $107,454.86.  Chairman Patrick further noted that, in accordance with the information received from the Business Manager, health and dental insurance costs will be increasing 13.1%.  Chairman Patrick explained that as a result of a break in service, there was a surplus in this line item in the amount of $18,205.00.  It was the suggestion of Chairman Patrick that the Joint Board consider reducing this budgetary line item by $10,000.  Discussion ensued regarding the feasibility of reducing the health and dental insurance line item within the SAU #44 budget.

At this point in the meeting, Mr. Ryan then moved, duly seconded by Mr. Bujno that the Joint Board move out of public session at this time.  There being no discussion following the motion, a call for the vote on the motion was recorded as a unanimous vote in the affirmative.
Further discussion ensued regarding the amount to reduce the health/dental insurance line item.  A motion was then offered by Mr. Bujno, duly seconded by Mr. Bonser to reduce the health/dental insurance line item within the SAU #44 budget from $228,587.33 to $218,587.33, a $10,000. decrease.  More discussion continued among Joint Board members relative to budgetary expenses within the SAU #44 budget.  Superintendent McGann noted that the cost of buy outs have to be considered.  More discussion continued among Joint Board Members regarding the amounts of budgetary items which were included in last years’ SAU #44 budget.  There being no further discussion, a call for the vote to reduce the health/dental insurance line item within the SAU #44 budget by $10,000. was recorded as a unanimous vote in the affirmative and was declared as such by the Chair.
Discussion ensued regarding concerns raised by Ms. Doughty regarding the need to eventually house the pre-school program and the SAU #44 Office in one building.  Mr. Tappan advised Joint Board Members that he has been actively checking, and has not yet found any building real estate that would meet the needs of the SAU #44 Office as well as the Pre-School Program.  It was the suggestion of Mr. Tappan that Joint Board Members consider holding a strategic planning session to discuss long term planning.

It was noted for the record that the total SAU #44 budget was $830,068.92.

Set Future Meeting Dates:

January 28, 2008
Joint Board Meeting
7:00 PM
SAU #44 Office


There being no further discussion, Chairman Patrick entertained a motion to close the Public Hearing on the budget.  Mr. Bonser then moved, duly seconded by Mr. Bujno to close the Public Hearing on the FY 2008-2009 SAU #44 budget.  There being no discussion following the motion, a call for the vote on the budget was recorded as a unanimous vote in the affirmative.

A motion was then offered by Mr. Bonser, duly seconded by Mr. Bujno  that the Joint SAU #44 Board accept the FY 2008-2009 budget for SAU #44 in the amount of $830,068.92. 

There being further discussion, a call for the vote on the motion was recorded as a unanimous vote in the affirmative and was declared as such by the Chair.

There being no further business to come before the Joint Board, Mr. Bonser moved, duly seconded by Mr. Ryan to adjourn the meeting.  There being no discussion, a call for the vote on the motion was recorded as a unanimous vote in the affirmative at 7:35 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Carrolle A. Popovich

Clerk, SAU #44 Joint Board

.
