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SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT #44

Joint School Board Meeting

Public Session

June 13, 2011
7:00 PM

Nottingham School Board Members:

Dr. Jack Caldon - Vice Chairman - absent
Ms. Dawn Fernald - absent
Mr. Frank O’Hanlon - absent
Mr. Philip English

Ms. Susan Levenson 
Northwood School Board Members:
Mr. David Ruth 
Mr. Mark Overmyer - resigned
Ms. Helen Ash 

Mr. Chris Andrews - absent
Mr. Kenneth Witham - absent
Strafford School Board Members:

Mr. Bruce Patrick - Chairman
Ms. Lynda Powers 
Ms. Rebecca Doty 
Ms. Debbi Hinrichsen 

Ms. Carol Lord

Others:

Dr. Michael Ludwell, Superintendent

Ms. Ann Kebler, Special Education Director, SAU #44

Mr. Frank Markiewicz, Business Administrator, SAU #44

Ms. Carrolle A. Popovich, Secretary, SAU #44 Joint Board
Visitors:

Ms. Heather James
Chairman Patrick noted that the evening’s proceedings would begin as a “non-meeting” with Attorney Ms. Beth Catenza of Sulloway & Hollis, P.L.L.C., updating the Joint Board regarding the Supreme Court decision.
Chairman Patrick called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.  He then conducted a call of the roll.  The above members answered the call.

Public Comments:

There were no public comments received during this portion of the meeting.
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – May 23, 2011 – Public Session:
Board members reviewed the public session minutes of the May 23, 2011 SAU #44 Joint Board Meeting.  One correction was so noted.  A motion was then made by Ms. Powers, duly seconded by Ms. Doty to approve May 23, 2011 Public Session Meeting Minutes of the SAU #44 Joint Board as corrected.  There being no discussion following the motion, a call for the vote on the motion was recorded as a vote in the affirmative with Mr. Ruth abstaining.   
Supreme Court Decision:
Joint Board members reviewed documentation relative to the recent Supreme Court decision.
Summer Hours:
Dr. Ludwell advised the Joint Board that a change in the SAU #44 Office business hours would occur during the summer.  He advised that the office hours would remain the same – 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM, however on Friday’s, the office would maintain the same hours but would be closed to the public.  Dr. Ludwell noted that the change in the summer hours would commence on Monday, June 27, 2011 and would revert back to the regular business hours/days when school began.

Dr. Ludwell provided the Board with a legislative update as well as updates relative to retirement.  Mr. Markiewicz advised that he recently attended a meeting where participants were provided with an update regarding the status of the State’s budget as well as retirement.  Mr. Markiewicz further advised that he recently sent out an email to SAU #44 District Board Chairmen regarding the status of building aid.  In his email, he noted information which he had received from the Department of Education relative to the status of building aid, and the stance on the issue from the New Hampshire House as well as the New Hampshire Senate.  He advised that unless districts were experiencing extreme emergencies, no building aid for school would be approved.  Mr. Markiewicz also noted that he continued to receive daily updates regarding the process, and would keep the Joint Board apprised of the developments.  Mr. Markiewicz advised the Joint Board that Adequacy aid would be funded for the next two years at the same current level.  
Set Future Meeting Dates:

Discussion ensued regarding the feasibility of setting a summer meeting schedule for the Joint Board.  Chairman Patrick noted the past practice procedures, where the Joint Board did not meet in July or August, unless there was an emergency which warranted a meeting.  Further discussion ensued regarding the continuation of sub-committee meetings.  It was noted for the record that the SAU Management Committee would continue to meet during the summer months.  Dr. Ludwell updated the Board regarding the SAU Management Committee, noting that the committee had met recently and finalized the goals which would then be shared with the entire Joint Board.  He further advised that an action plan would be developed and would be shared on an on-going basis with the Joint Board.  Dr. Ludwell noted that as of June 13, 2011, no future meetings of the SAU Management Committee have been scheduled.  Further discussion ensued regarding the feasibility of suspending the July and August meetings of the Joint Board with Ms. Doty moving that the SAU #44 Joint Board suspend their July, 2011 meeting, and would commence their meeting schedule in August, 2011.  Mr. Ruth seconded the motion.  There being no discussion following the motion, a call for the vote on the motion was recorded as a unanimous vote in the affirmative.
Mr. Markiewicz advised Joint Board members regarding the status of the servers in the SAU Office.  He noted that the two (2) servers would become one tomorrow.  He explained that all information would be copied from the old server onto the new server.  Mr. Markiewicz noted that all three district bookkeepers were polled as to the best date to make this conversion and it was

determined that Wednesday would be the best day to do this.  He noted that once this conversion was done, the SAU would be in much better shape.
Discussion ensued regarding the make up and the purpose of the Bridge Committee.  Ms. Hinrichsen asked if Dr. Ludwell would check on the status of this committee and provide the Board with an update.
There being no further business to come before the Joint Board, Ms. Powers moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Doty seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion following the motion, a call for the vote on the motion was recorded as a unanimous vote in the affirmative at 7:45 PM.     
Respectfully submitted,
Carrolle A. Popovich

Secretary, SAU #44 Joint Board
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